
SUNDAY 15 AUGUST 
2021 

THE ASSUMPTION OF                         
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

Entrance Antiphon 
 A great sign appeared in 

heaven:  a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the 

moon beneath her feet, 
and on her head a crown 

of twelve stars. 
 

First Reading  from the 
book of the Apocalypse 

11: 19: 12: 1-6,10 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 Ps 44:10-12. 16. R. v.10 
(R.) The queen stands at 
your right hand, arrayed 

in gold. 
 

Second Reading  from 
the first letter of  

St Paul to the  
Corinthians 15: 20-26 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

Mary is taken up to    
heaven, and the angels   

of God shout for joy. 
Alleluia! 

 

Holy Gospel according to 
Luke 1: 39-56  

 

Communion Antiphon 
All generations will call 

me blessed, for he who is 
mighty has done great 

things for me. 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 

Daniel went to his mother demanding a new bicycle for Christmas. ‘ 

Danny, we can’t afford it,’ she said, ‘so write a letter to Jesus and pray for one 

instead.’ ‘Dear Jesus, I've been a good boy this year and would  appreciate a 

new bicycle. Your friend, Daniel.’ Now Danny guessed that Jesus really knew 

he was a brat. So he gave the letter another try.  

‘Dear Jesus, I've been an OK boy this year and I want a new bicycle.  

Yours truly, Daniel.’ Danny knew this wasn't true either so he tore it up and 

tried again. ‘Dear Jesus, I've thought about being a good boy so may I have a 

new bicycle? Daniel.’ Finally, Danny thought better of making these false 

claims and so ran to the Church. He went inside and stole a small statue of 

Mary and ran out the door. He went home, hid it under his bed and wrote this 

letter. ‘Jesus, let’s face it, I've broken most of the  Commandments; tore up my 

sister's doll and lots more, I'm desperate.  I've got your mother Mary, if you 

ever want to see her again, give me a bike for Christmas. You know who.’ 
 

This humorous story has a serious lesson for us on the 
feast of the Assumption. Throughout history there are 
those who have ransomed the memory  of Mary to fit in 
with how they understand women should behave in     
society. As a result, sometimes, Mary is presented as 
meek and mild, passive and subservient. The problem 
with this view is that it is impossible to reconcile it with 
the ten stories we have of Mary in the New Testament: 
the Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity,  Presentation, flight 
into Egypt, losing Jesus in the Temple, going to bring Jesus home from his public     
ministry, the wedding feast at Cana, being at the foot of the Cross, and Pentecost. 

The strength and power of Mary’s witness is most especially captured in the           
Magnificat from which we just heard. Here Mary extols how God is saving us by     
turning the world on its head, doing the very opposite of what was expected. 

The New Testament does not demonstrate a meek woman, devoid of creativity and 
initiative. It shows a strong, noble woman who put her free will at the disposal of 
God’s will. That is what the feast of the Assumption celebrates: that because God will 
never be outdone in fidelity and generosity, he remained utterly faithful to Mary 
through death, as she was utterly faithful to him in life. 

The Catholic Tradition has always honoured Mary as being obedient, the pre-eminent 
disciple of her Son and the sign of what could await all Christians who are invited to 
share in the mission of Jesus on earth. Religious obedience is not passive. We listen    
to the voice of God and choose to say yes to Christ’s love and liberation. Discipleship 
does not mean our personality counts for nothing. Rather, it’s the valuing of every  
individual’s ability to contribute to Christ’s kingdom in a unique way. Prefiguring what 
can happen for all of us does not diminish the particular gifts God lavished on Mary, 
but reassures us that God recognises his own in this world and the next. 

May this Assumption Day see us then stop ransoming the image of Mary to the         
distortions of the past and find in her creative and free self-giving a pattern for our 
Christian lives, and a beacon of hope to which we can hold firm. 

HOMILY by Richard Leonard 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


For the sick & homebound:  Carol Gonzales, Christabelle  Adina, Gloria Gonzales Prudente, Allan &  Kelvin Marquinez, Amelia 

Jimenez, John Ingster, Elizabeth Moore, Nelia Balingit,  John Morgos, Greg Watson, Joe Spinnato, Susan Mella, Ron Allen, Sean 

Finnerty, Rose Levoune,  Gabriel Gonzales,  Francisco Carmona, Doreen Gribbons, Clayton  Diack, Emily Rose Pavicin, Pat & 

Denise Furner,  Tracey Bokor, Lily Pereira,  Doris  Wahhab,  John Kajdrys,  Erlinda Hermes, Aurelia  Vertucio, Ofilia Mawson, 

Mary & Frances Raithi,  Marie  Atkins,  Jeanna San Diego, Hugo Garzotto,  Eileen Butcher,  Josephina Duefries, Austin  Taylor,  

Marisa  Aguirre,  Joan Wilson.  

May they experience the  saving power of the risen Lord amidst their pain &  affliction. 
 

For our recently dearly departed:  Fr Peter Caruana, Claude Fricot, Uncle Leo McInerney, Angela Peters, Veronica Robins,  
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jeff Randal,  Anne La Spina, Damien Champion, Frazer Toweel,  Isabelo Sitjar,  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may perpetual light shine upon them. 

Diocese of Wollongong Mass Online  
For all of the online Mass options- please visit the  

 

DoW website https://dow.sh/dailymass 

Parish Priest:  

Fr. Shane Kelleher OCD 
 

Parish Associate:  

Sr Ninfa Timbal, CM 
 

193 St Andrews Rd, Varroville 

Parish Office Ph:  

9603 7373 &  0434 705 176 

Office Hours:  Please contact by phone or email  

Tuesday—Friday 9.30am-12.30pm 

Email: varroville@dow.org.au 

Website: varroville.dow.org.au 

Mass times  

Prayer intentions 

Contact us 

 

ALPHA Launch night set for August 3 will be postponed until the Church has opened again.   
At the moment, we are   hoping October will be suitable. 

 

CONFIRMATION Classes have been postponed until the church has opened again.  The date for Confirmation will be set 
when the Bishop is available.  The families who have registered will be notified by email.  
 

THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH  
Pope Francis on 8 December 2020 published an Apostolic Letter Patris corde (With a Father’s Heart), commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. You are encouraged to visit 
the ACBC year of St Joseph page at  https://www.catholic.org.au/yearofstjoseph  
 

THE CHOSEN – A TV Series about Jesus – watch during lockdown!  
The Chosen is a new ‘free to view’, television program that creatively presents the life of Christ and his followers.  
The shows are of the highest quality and is receiving acclaim around the world across denominations. Go to https://
watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen to watch or get the free app for use on your phone / laptop via The Chosen app  
 

CAtHFAMILY  
CAtHFAMILY brings you a selection of activities, prayer rituals, crafts and recipes from their website to assist parents and 
grandparents in being the first educators in faith for their kids. Don't miss CathKids https://cathfamily.org/activities/  
 

YEAR AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY, 19 March 2021 – 26 June 2022  
Pope Francis is encouraging the Church to enrich your understanding of the vocation marriage and the core role of family 
in the mission of the Church at  http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html  

https://dow.sh/dailymass


ADORATION PRAYER with the Carmelite Missionaries  
GOD BLESS US ALL IN OLMC PARISH! During the     lock-
down, this is our community's response to the request of 
the PPC to participate and deepen their prayer life through  
Adoration.  You are invited to join ADORATION PRAYER 
with the Carmelite Missionaries  every Sunday at 6:30-
7:30 PM.  Contact the parish office for the zoom link. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT  We celebrate Social Justice 
Sunday on 29 August. The Australian Bishops’ Social Justice 
Statement, Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, invites us to 
join in responding to Pope Francis’ invitation to take a    
seven-year journey towards total ecological sustainability 
guided by seven Laudato Si’ Goals. The Statement provides 
theological foundations to ground and inspire our efforts   
to care for creation while responding to the needs of the 
disadvantaged and excluded.  To read more go here    
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2021/06/24/
social-justice-statement-2021-22/ 
 

An invitation to join electronic parish planned giving.  
Given that none of us are able to attend Mass in our church, 
many who support our parish planned giving envelope pro-
gram have asked how they can continue to financially sup-
port the parish. So, we respectfully encourage all parishion-
ers to join our electronic parish planned giving program to 
help us ensure that we limit the financial pressure this cur-
rent situation will impose on our parish.  
Please visit https://www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving/ 
to learn of the two simple ways you can give to our par-
ish electronically.  This link has the bank account details 
for the Parish (second collection) and also the Carmelite 
Friars (first collection). 
Importantly, we are mindful that some of our parishioners 
will sadly be experiencing a change in their financial cir-
cumstances. Please contact the Parish Office on 
0434705176 if you need to decrease/discontinue your 
planned giving contribution, but mainly to let us know how 
we can support you.  
 

Get Connected with what is on around the Diocese  
Every week, there are many great opportunities to be part 
of special events, courses, free resources and to nurture 
and encourage you and your family in your faith. A simple 
way of staying informed and connected is to subscribe at 
https://dow.sh/stayingconnected to receive regular stay 
connected updates or visit https://dow.sh/weeklybulletin  
to see a full list of notices sent to Parishes weekly  
 

The Journey Weekly Podcast: On the Journey this week, 
Mother Hilda says God whispers in our ear every morning 
as we wake, “have a nice day!” Plus, more inspiring          
reflections and great music. To listen to the podcast, go to 
www.jcr.org.au.  
 

Plenary Council 2021:  With just 53 days to Assembly  
One of the Plenary Council, you can keep up to date by    
accessing the Plenary Post on the Plenary Council website  
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the first Assembly will be a 
mix of in-person and online delivery. See the up-to-date 
PLENARY COUNCIL JOURNEY 2020-2022.  

CatholicCare - Have you thought about becoming a    
foster carer?   We need foster carers who provide love, 
care and support to help these children thrive and reach 
their full potential. Carers receive comprehensive support 
from the Fostering Futures team to ensure they have a full 
range of resources and networks to nurture their forever 
home. Our team have over 30 years' experience helping 
carers give vulnerable children a loving home and a   
brighter future.  You can find out more by calling 0418 783 
956, email  fosteringfutures@catholiccare.dow.org.au or go 
to  http://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au more information.  
 

We’re always here, if you ever need…  
These are challenging times for everyone and CatholicCare 
are here to support you and your family to navigate the 
uncertainty. We offer confidential online and phone coun-
selling to support you with the frustration of managing 
family emotions, relationship pressures and employment 
changes. To find out more about CatholicCare's counselling 
service call us on 4254 9395 or  
email intakeservice@catholiccare.dow.org.au   
 

Online Holy Hour for Young Adults  
CYMW & NET are hosting online Adoration every Thursday 
from 4-5pm. Join our Holy Hour through Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/cymdow/ or watch via         
Instagram @net.wollongong – everyone is welcome!  
 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become 
the best version of yourselves together and live your best 
life in love!  Come and join us on September 10 - 12, 
2021 for a Virtual Marriage Encounter Weekend via Zoom. 
Open to married couples, priests & religious.   Book online 
at  www.wwme.org.au  or contact Christine & Terry         
Mahony on 0490 774 419 or nswbookings@wwme.org.au  
 

Meet Me in the Middle Online Retreat 
This retreat is based on Charles Peguy's Little Girl Hope 
from the book: "The Portal of the Mystery of Hope."        
Hope is both a virtue and a mystery. It is desirable yet    
elusive. Many dismiss it, misunderstand it, shrug it off and 
turn their backs on it, extolling faith and charity instead. 
Whilst faith and charity are absolutely critical in these 
times of uncertainty and fear in society, there is now a  
need for hope as never before since World War II. 
The retreat begins on Saturday 5 Sept.  All videos and texts 
will be available on our website for as long as you need 
them.  There are 6 conferences with 2 uploaded each week.  
There are also questions for reflection.  The cost of the   
retreat is $250. Register online at:  
jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/onlineretreats 
  

St Mary's Towers Retreat Centre - Online LIVE Retreats  
The current COVID situation means that St Mary's Towers 
Retreat Centre is not able to run our usual August            
residential retreats. We are making the most of this time  
by introducing Online LIVE retreats using Microsoft Teams, 
as a special offering during the month of August.  
Spiritual accompaniment is available for all retreats and 
also for individual accompaniment at any time. Fees are 
negotiable. For more information and for bookings, email: 
contact@towersretreat.org.au  

Bulletin Notices 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__socialjustice.catholic.org.au_2021_06_24_social-2Djustice-2Dstatement-2D2021-2D22_&d=DwMFAg&c=Ab0QvlN45UpQ9yLFxAXiOFnCOCfqvrLLi5_qZ1-2704&r=ZmS5usAqoZZCO64XOLPFbHPuyrbo4pUQnNIqecuofsQ&m=wu3IfEm0BuABcMnm6mjP
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__socialjustice.catholic.org.au_2021_06_24_social-2Djustice-2Dstatement-2D2021-2D22_&d=DwMFAg&c=Ab0QvlN45UpQ9yLFxAXiOFnCOCfqvrLLi5_qZ1-2704&r=ZmS5usAqoZZCO64XOLPFbHPuyrbo4pUQnNIqecuofsQ&m=wu3IfEm0BuABcMnm6mjP
http://www.wwme.org.au/


The Almighty has done great things for me; he has lifted up the lowly. 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most 
blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my 
Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she 
who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

And Mary said: 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Almighty has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name, 
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. 
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

On the surface, today’s gospel passage has little to do with the feast of the Assumption. There is no scriptural account 
of the Assumption and so we draw on a different significant gospel passage that features Mary. However, the account 
of Mary rushing to her cousin and exuberantly proclaiming the Magnificat is an example of Mary’s joyful ‘Yes’ to life 
and to God that tradition tells us was rewarded in her bodily assumption into heaven. 

Immediately prior to this account, the angel Gabriel has announced to Mary that she is to give birth to the Christ-
child. Her humble response to the angel and to God is, ‘Let it be done to me according to your word’ even though she 
knew the shame and rejection her pregnancy would cause in her village. Whilst her initial response is subdued and 
humble, it is a ‘Yes’ to God’s will. Mary’s next instinct is an emphatic ‘Yes’ to life. The angel tells Mary that her cousin, 
Elizabeth, is also to bear a child. Elizabeth was an older woman and keenly felt the social and cultural shame of not 
being able to bear children. When Mary hears that Elizabeth is already pregnant she rushes to be with her. Where no 
life was thought possible, God has created life. Elizabeth would have been shamed and regarded as inadequate and of 
lesser standing because of her childlessness. In many ways, Elizabeth was deprived of her own life because she could 
not give birth. Mary’s “Yes” to God and “Yes” to life is confirmed and amplified by God’s granting fullness of life to 
Elizabeth. 

Since the 5th Century there has been an active tradition and belief around the assumption of Mary. The tradition 
states that Mary was physically ‘taken up’ into heaven at the end of her life. It is believed that her soul and her body 
remained united. This ancient belief was defined as an infallible teaching of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 1950. It is 
one of only two infallible statements that have been defined as such and both related to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The 
feast is celebrated on August 15 and is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

The restoration of life to those who are shamed and oppressed that is exemplified in Elizabeth is a compelling theme 
of the gospel of Luke. Time and again, those who are ground down by a lack of life are given new hope and new life 
by the extravagant love of God. And throughout Luke, the recipients of this new life are women. The widow of Nain 
(7:11-15); the sinful woman who washed Jesus’ feet (7:36-50); the woman with a haemorrhage (8:43-48); Jairus’ 
daughter (8:40-56); and the crippled woman (13:10-17) are all examples of this outpouring of new life. 

In a world that is increasingly selfish and negative, there is a trend towards isolation from family, neighbours and 
community. In the face of social isolation, the call to a Christian life is a call to say ‘Yes’ to life itself and all it offers.  
To say ‘Yes’ to life is to say ‘Yes’ to life-giving relationships and decisions and ‘No’ to life denying relationships and 
decisions. To say ‘Yes’ to life is to say ‘No’ to those things that harm self and harm others. A ‘Yes’ to life is a ‘Yes’ to 
hope; to possibility; to love; to God; and to yourself. 

Holy Gospel according to Luke 1: 39-56 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 


