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The Baptism of the Lord
Year A

Entrance Antiphon

After the Lord was baptized, the
heavens were opened, and the
Spirit descended upon him like a
dove, and the voice of the Father
thundered: This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well
pleased.

First Reading from the prophet
Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7

Responsorial Psalm Ps 28:1-4.
9-10. R. v.11 (R.) The Lord will
bless his people with peace.

Second Reading from the Acts
of the Apostles 10:34-38

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The heavens were opened and the
Father’s voice was heard: this is
my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

Holy Gospel according to
Matthew 3:13-17

Communion Antiphon

Behold the One of whom John
said: I have seen and testified that
this is the Son of God.

Next Week: Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time Year A

First: Isaiah 49:3.5-6
Resp Ps: Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R.
vv.8. 9.

Second: 2 Timothy 2:8-13
Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

11 January 2026

To Know, love and serve Jesus
by sharing our gifts through our baptismal mission

193 St Andrews Rd
Varroville NSW 2566

W: varroville.dow.org.au
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The Baptism of the Lord:

Jesus left Galilee and journeyed to the Jordan
River, where John was baptizing. Crowds gath-
ered along the banks, watching as John called
them to repentance. When Jesus approached,
John was startled. “I need baptism from you,”
he said, “and yet you come to me!” But Jesus
answered calmly, “Let it be so for now; it is
fitting to fulfill all righteousness.” Reluctantly,
John agreed.

Jesus stepped into the cool waters, and John
lowered him beneath the surface. As Jesus
rose from the river, the air seemed to shim-
mer. Suddenly, the heavens opened—a sign
that the barrier between God and humanity
was breaking. From above, the Spirit of God
descended like a gentle dove, resting upon
Jesus in peace and power. Then came a voice,
majestic and tender, echoing across creation:
“This is my Son, the Beloved; my favor rests on

"

him.

This moment marked the beginning of Jesus’
public mission. His baptism was not for cleans-
ing, but for solidarity—entering fully into the
human condition. It revealed the Trinity: the
Father's voice, the Son in the water, and the
Spirit descending. For all who share in this
baptism, the same divine whisper resounds:
“You are my beloved; my favor rests on you.”
At the Jordan, heaven touched earth, and the
story of redemption began anew.
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Parish Notices

The Art of Dying Well: a four part series based on Eternal Rest (a powerful
video program from the Augustinian Institute). This series helps us honestly and
prayerfully confront questions about death, dying and our hope in eternal life.
The next session will be on 17 January 2026 in our parish meeting room. Each
session opens with a short video from the Eternal Rest Series, followed by small
group discussion so everyone can share, ask questions and learn together. Light
refreshments will be provided.

Celebrate Darren McDowell’s ordination to the priesthood with a Thanksgiv-
ing Mass on Saturday, 17 January 2026, at 6:00 PM. Concelebrated with Fr Shane.
Join us in prayer and thanksgiving. Everyone is warmly invited.

Pastoral Care Team will not be meeting again until Tuesday 27 January 2026
at 2pm. All are welcome to attend. If you are in need of a member of the Pastoral
Care Team to visit please advise the Parish Office.

Looking for Quality Vacation Care This School Holidays? CatholicCare
offers safe, fun, and engaging Vacation Care programs at 11 schools across our
Diocese. Children enjoy exciting activities, make new friends, and are cared for by
experienced staff—giving parents peace of mind and kids a holiday to remember.
Secure your child’s spot today: Call (02) 4227 1122 OR visit http://
www.catholiccare.dow.org.au for locations and enrolment details.

Stouthearted men's program- coming in 2026 Stouthearted is a new Je-
sus centred men's program designed to meet a desperate need in men. It's an 8
week program that draws from well-known experts, shares powerful teachings
and models real world conversations. Stouthearted fosters learning, discussion,
prayer, reflection, healing and builds essential practical strategies. In addition to
the main sessions, there are short daily reflections that include video input, bible
study, and self-reflection. The Stouthearted program will be running in Wollon-
gong in 2026, starting on Monday 2 Feb and finishing on the last Monday of
March. Register now

The Bachelor of Education Primary and the Bachelor of Commerce
Professor Sally Egan from the University of Notre Dame has advised that two un-
dergraduate programs have been launched that are available for 2026 and will be
based at the Oran Park Study Centre. The Bachelor of Education Primary and the
Bachelor of Commerce will commence in 2026 as a 1 + 1 delivery model. This way
students can study one day on campus in Broadway and one day at Oran Park,
closer to home. For more information contact:
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Prayer intentions
Pat Cullen, Mary Ponnapalam, Myka Mangos, Kevin Cloran, Karen Browne,
Reg Gardner, Sr Heather Burke, Barry Atkins, Carol & Gabriel Gonzales, Amelia
Jimenez, Susan Mella, Sean Finnerty, Rose Levoune, Doris Wahhib, John Kaj-
drys, Pat Stewart, Allan Marquinez, Richard Scolyer, Angela Pavlovic, Mercy

Espiritu - May they experience the saving power of the risen
Lord amidst their pain and affliction.

For our recently departed Maria Cuaresma, Graham

Henneberry, May Whitlock, Paul Crawford, Alex Sitjar, Pedro
Gonzales , Wal Glynn, Lucila Cruz Montano, Vanessa Steed

Anniversaries that occur at this time: Lily Pereira, James
Pereira, Lio Feiloakitohi

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may perpetual light shine upon them.

18 January 2026 | Saturday 6pm Sunday 9.30am Sunday 5pm
Martin , Violeti & Geoff, Marga-
Welcomers Gabriel & Myra Paul ret & Danni
Ryan, Amana, Elijah & Robert S &
Altar Servers Eliana Vu Nathan S
Suzanne & Margaret
Readers McD Andy & Caroline Gloria & Leah
Varroville Gospel Beatrix & Ma-
Refreshments Emmarie & Berna Choir Community donna
Altar Linen Ann Maree CLOTW:
Flowers Maria & Estela Church Vacuuming | Thess & Effie
Margaret McD &
Counters Jeanne Church Foyer Estela & Clara

Parish Office: Tuesday-Friday: 9.30am-12.30pm
Phone: 9603 7373 / 0434 705 176

Address: 193 St Andrews Rd, Varroville

We acknowledge and respect the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which
we stand, the elders, past and present and all the Dharawal people. May we too be good
stewards of this land.




Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were
opened and the Spirit of God came upon him.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be bap-
tised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I
who need baptism from you,” he said ‘and yet you
come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this
for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in
this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At
this, John gave in to him. As soon as Jesus was
baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on
him. A voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on him.’

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

A Whisper Echoing Heaven

Let us focus on Jesus' mystical experience as he emerged from the waters
of the River Jordan.

‘Suddenly the heavens opened.” Heaven and earth are communicating
again! If heaven appeared closed to humankind it is now open

again. ‘And he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
down on him.’ Jesus experienced a sense of being hovered over by the
Divine presence ‘in dove-like fashion’.

‘And a voice spoke from Heaven: “This is my Son, the beloved, my favour
rests on him”.’ In the Jewish tradition this sort of intuitive sensation is
called the bat qol, the daughter of a voice, a whisper echoing heaven.
Each of us has shared in the baptism of Our Lord, been incorporated in-
to His baptism. Divine love and power streamed from heaven to earth
into each one of you; the Holy Spirit hovered gently over you; and deep
down, at the intimate wellspring of your life, the Divine voice was heard
whispering: You are my beloved daughter’ or You are my beloved son,’
‘My favour rests on you.” We could pause for a moment to resolve to re-
call each morning the heavenly whisper at our baptism and then re-echo
it in our lives.
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