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A mother is she who can
take the place of all
others but whose place
no one else can take.

- § N The Gift of Motherhood
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Catholics have long viewed the mother of Jesus as the perfection of
womanhood. Mary so opened herself to the Lord, that the Word of God was
literally conceived within her.

A woman has a particular capacity to create a nourishing space within her life
for others. Her feminine sensitivity and intuition equip her for emotional
connection that is the external expression of her interior biology.

Because of this capacity, motherhood doesn’t have to involve the conception
and birthing of children, although for many women it does. It is also expressed
through spiritual motherhood: the mentoring of colleagues, the care of elders,
the spiritual adoption of priests or religious missionaries, or in our case, the
accompaniment of couples in their relationships.

Although crucial, biological motherhood is just one aspect of motherhood and
the call of some women. On the other hand, spiritual motherhood is as
demanding and rewarding, and is the vocation of every woman.

Whether one’s mother was loving or neglectful, absent, or simply unknown, no
mother is perfect. We all carry the wounds of inadequate mothering that can be
deeply painful.

We also carry the gift of life that was our mother’s supreme gift. With tens of
millions of abortions each year, let’s not forget this most profound contribution
— every single one of us owe our life to our mother.

We celebrate Mothers’ Day not as a way of promoting some unrealistic
‘hallmark’ perfection of motherhood. Rather, it is about acknowledging the
unique role that women play in the nurture and development of human
flourishing.

So, this Mothers’ Day, let’s celebrate all mothers — biological and spiritual — and
pray a Rosary for the one who gave us life.

By Francine & Byron Pirola - The Catholic Weekly

It’s no mistake that the modern celebration of
Mothers’ Day occurs in May — the month of
Mary. Our heavenly mother is the model of
motherhood from whom all — men and women
{ alike — take inspiration.
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Lord, guide mothers with Your wisdom today. Y
: Lead them in every decision and give them clarity in .
A times of uncertainty.
iii?«\ May Your Word light their path and Your Spirit N /
s direct their steps. v j

Bless their families through the choices they make
) and fill themavith peace and confidence. |

Amen. |/ # |
\, - ~ !

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Year A

Entrance Antiphon
Proclaim a joyful sound
and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of
the earth: The Lord has
freed his people,
Alleluia.

First Reading from the
Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8.

14-17

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. see v.1
Response:

Let all the earth cry out to
God with joy.

Second Reading
from the first letter of
Peter 3:15-18

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! All who
love me will keep my
words, and my Father will
love them and we will
come to them. Alleluia!

Holy Gospel according
to John 14:15-21

Communion Antiphon
If you love me, keep my
commandments, says the
Lord, and I will ask the
Father and he will send
you another Paraclete, to
abide with you for ever,
Alleluia.

Next Week
The Ascension of the
Lord
Year A

First: Acts 1:1-11

Resp Ps: 46:2-3. 6-9. R.
v.6

Second: Eph 1:17-23
Gospel: Matt 28:16-20
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Mass and Devotions

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil: 6pm
Sunday: 9.30am & 5pm
Samoan Mass:
1st Sunday at 12 noon
Maori Mass:
1st Sunday of each month at 2pm

Filipino Mass: 3rd Sunday of
each month at 11.15am

Children’s Mass: s5th Sunday
of the month at 9.30am

Arabic Mass: 2nd Sunday of
each month at 7pm

Weekday Mass
g9am each day except Thursday;
Thursday at 7.30pm

Healing Mass on the 1st Saturday
of each month at gam.

Reconciliation
every Saturday at 11am
Devotions & Prayer groups

Eucharistic Adoration on 1st
Sunday of each month at 6 to 7pm

Adoration with the Rosary:
Saturday at 9.30am

Alliance of the 2 hearts Mass
& devotion: 1st Friday of each
month at 7.30pm

Divine Mercy Devotion: 3rd
Sunday of each month at 3pm
Faith Circles: every Monday at
2pm & 7pm via zoom

Holy Family Fellowship:
every 4th Saturday at 7pm.
Book Club: meets on the 3rd
Wednesday at 10am.
Friendship Group: is on the
5th of May, Mother’s Day theme.
Bible Study & Reflection
Group: meets Monday at 10am.
Children’s Ministry will meet
on the 4th Sunday from 3— 5 pm
Ascent Youth Ministry:
meets on the 2nd & 4th Friday
from 6.30pm.

Pastoral Care Team meets on
4th Tuesday at 1.30pm

Grief Support Group meets

on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 10am

Parish Notices

Ascent Youth Group Support ASCENT Youth as we raise
funds to attend the Ignite National Youth Conference this
July! Join us for our bake sale after Masses on 23—24
May and enter our raffle, to win one of several hamper
prizes including a $100 movie voucher . Raffle tickets will
be sold every weekend until the end of the month. $3 each
or 4 for $10. Thank you for your support!

Alpha There’s a seat for you at the table.
You’re Invited

We encourage everyone to pray for the team and participants
@ of Alpha as they meet each week and explore questions about
God and our faith.

Alpha is a tool we use to evangelise in our parish to move from
“maintenance to mission.” Let’s all make an effort to grow our parish so please
invite new people and also support us by providing food for our guests.
There are lists in the foyer to place your name to help with catering.
Friday night Alpha commences on 8 May from 5.30-7pm and caters
for parents and children. All will be most welcome to attend. If your
children have questions about God and our faith that you can’t answer, bring
them along.

If you're able to join our team to help in any way please contact the parish office.

Fundraising Team will be holding a meeting on monday 11 May at 7.30pm in
the parish meeting room to plan our activities. Come along and put your hand up
to help the team with parish activities that will improve community and raise
some funds for parish initiatives.

Grief & Loss Support group will meet on Tuesday at 10am. This group is for
anyone who may have experienced loss and are struggling to cope.

Filipino Mass will be celebrated next Sunday at 11.15am in the church.
Divine Mercy Devotion will be next Sunday at 3pm.

Fiesta Update: Thank you to those who have attended our preliminary Fiesta
planning meetings. The organising committee are reaching out for assistance.
We presently require volunteers who will be able to coordinate the children’s ac-
tivities, the concert and the promotions of the event.

Save the date of the Fiesta in your calendars: Sunday 19 July

Planning Meetings will be held, fortnightly, on Mondays at 7.30. The next
meeting is on 18 May. Everyone is welcome to attend and help celebrate our
Parish Feast.

Ascend — A night of Worship and Encounter Join us for an evening of
incredible music, singing, prayer and praise. Led by experienced worship leader
Louisa Daniels.

Adoration, Prayer Ministry and Reconciliation will be part of the night.
Everyone is invited! When: Saturday 16 May 2026 Time: 7pm - gpm

Where : St John the Evangelist Campbelltown Hall

FREE ENTRY: A pay-it-forward collection will be taken on the night.

To Register: Ascendworshipnight

Eucharistic Formation Opportunity Join the Office of Renewal and Evan-
gelisation for Rediscover the Real Presence, a FREE four-part Zoom series
exploring Christ's real presence in the Eucharist. Three sessions feature a
FORMED.org video series, with a final deep dive into the riches of the Church's
teaching on the Eucharist. Each session includes opportunities to reflect on the
content and to connect with other participants. This series is a great means to
assist you in your journey towards the International Eucharistic Congress 2028.

The series will run on Zoom Tuesdays, 7:00—8:15pm, from 26 May to 16
June. Register here:


http://tinyurl.com/RRPZoomSeries

Marriage Enrichment Weekend We are offering an opportunity for you to learn
to become the best version of yourselves together and live your best life in love! Come
and join us on 19-21 June 2026 at a Marriage Encounter Weekend at Mt Carmel
Retreat Centre. Book online at www.wwme.org.au or contact Christine & Terry

Mahony on 0490 774 419 or nswbookings @wwme.org.au

Middle East Emergency Appeal — Aid to the Church in Need Aid to the
Church in Need is calling for urgent prayer and support for Christian communities
affected by war in the Middle East. Your help will provide emergency food packages,
support parishes sheltering displaced families, keep schools running, and supply vital
medical and pastoral care. To learn more or give today, please scan the QR code or
visit www.rebrand.ly/EmergencyAppeal

About Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) Aid to the Church in Need is the only
international Catholic charity dedicated to the service of suffering Christians wherev-
er they are persecuted, oppressed or in pastoral need. Founded in 1947, ACN is a pon-
tifical foundation and provides vital aid for pastoral projects, religious education, and
emergency relief in areas affected by conflict and poverty. For many years we have
partnered with parishes to share news of our work in bulletins to let parishioners
know about these projects. ACN operates solely on benefactor donations, with no
funding from Church or State. Learn more on our website:

OneSydney | Together in Christ - A Historic Celebration As One Sunday 14
June 2026 Sydney Opera House (Concert Hall). You are invited to be part of an ecu-
menical evening of prayer and unity. Christians from Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
Anglican, Protestant, Evangelical and Pentecostal traditions will gather as one on
Australia’s most iconic stage — the Sydney Opera House. programme includes Dr
Mary Healy, Matt Maher, Fr Rob Galea, and many more.

For more information and to register https://www.dow.org.au/events/one-sydney-
together-in-christ/

Mary Help of Christians Walk for Life Friday 22 May & Saturday 23 May 2026
We walk to raise PRAYERS for Australia for all life issues - the elimination of
abortion, euthanasia, suicide, family breakdown, and to pray for Australia’s
Government. You are warmly welcome to join us on one or both days, walking from
Kiama to Culburra, staying overnight in Gerringong. B.Y.O Lunch, snacks, water, hat,
money for dinner. Support vehicle provided all the way. Shuttle cars return pilgrims
to point of departure on both days.

BENEFITS: Mass. Prayer. Hymns. Gregorian Choir. Exercise. Spectacular scenery.
Joyful fellowship. Blessings in abundance. For information contact Sue Hill, 0435 336
195, Gabriella De Battista, 0414 205 404

Corpus Christi Retreat — Sunday 7 June As we prepare for the Eucharistic
Congress, join with people from across the Diocese for a retreat to deepen your love of
the Eucharist. St Joachim Hall, Our Lady Help of Christians, Rosemeadow; 11:00am
—3:30pm. (Following 10:00am Mass / Lunch provided) Open to adults (ages 14—17

Prayer intentions

For the sick and
homebound:

Pat Cullen, Mary
Ponnapalam, Myka
Mangos, Kevin Cloran,
Karen Browne, Reg
Gardner, Sr Heather
Burke, Barry Atkins,
Carol & Gabriel Gonzales,
Amelia Jimenez, Susan
Mella, Sean Finnerty, Rose
Levoune, Doris Wahhib,
John Kajdrys, Pat Stewart,
Allan Marquinez, Richard
Scolyer, Angela Pavlovic,
Mercy Espiritu , Vladdy
Mher Peralta, Pausumu
Olaaiga, Bill Scibberas,
Bernie Briscoe, Barbara
Hughes, Clark Hughes
May they experience the
saving power of the risen
Lord amidst their pain
and affliction.

For our recently
departed Eileen Butcher

Anniversaries that
occur at this time:
Hilda Young, Antonio

Azevedo & Lee Azevedo,
Fank Lopresti

Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord,
may perpetual light shine

with parent/guardian). For more info or to register go to dow.sh/corpuschristi26 upon them.
17 May 2026 Saturday 6pm Sunday 9.30am Sunday 5pm
Welcomers Glen, Arlene & Berna Sarah & Jessica Terry & Maree
Altar Servers Maria, Cassandra, Abigail & Austin | Orly Michael & Nathan
Readers Richard & Tracey Gabriel & Laura Gloria & Leah
Refreshments Estela & Myra Varroville Gospel Choir Community | Beatrix & Madonna
Altar Linen Sr Jill CLOTW:
Flowers Jeanne & Jessica Church Vacuuming Parish Office
Counters Louise & Lina Church Foyer Parish Office
Choir C/ Nick Varroville Gospel Choir C/ Grace
Contact Us Office Hours
Parish Priest: .
Fr Shane Kelleher OCD Tuesday-Friday: 9.30am-12.30pm
Deacon: Phone: 9603 7373 / 0434 705 176_
Rev Stuart Lake Address: '193 St An'drews Rd, Varroville
Email: varroville@dow.org.au
Parish Associate

Sr “Jill” Girlie Sudario, CM

Website: varroville.dow.org.au
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The Holy Gospel according to John 14:15-21

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me you will keep my
commandments.

I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to
be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth whom the world can
never receive since it neither sees nor knows him;

but you know him, because he is with you, he is in you.

I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you.

In a short time the world will no longer see me; but you will
see me, because I live and you will live. On that day you will
understand that I am in my Father and you in me and I in you.
Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them
will be one who loves me;

and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie

The Church, as Pope Leo XIV puts it, is called ‘to be certain that the Holy Spirit guides us and teaches us

all things.” Jesus calls us to ‘remain in his love,” as the Pope reminds us, so that thereby ‘he comes to dwell
in us and our life will become a temple of God.’

Yet this indwelling of Jesus is more than a personal fuzzy feeling. ‘His love enlightens us,’ the Pope adds,
which ‘influences the way we think and act.” In our attitudes and actions, Jesus’ love ‘spreads outwards to
others and embraces every situation in our lives.’

“This dwelling of God within us,” the Pope continues, ‘is precisely the gift of the Holy Spirit, who takes us
by the hand and enables us to experience God’s presence and closeness amid our daily lives, for he makes
us his home.” With that great mystery in mind, the Pope implores us to ‘walk in the joy born of faith, in
order to become a holy temple of the Lord.’

‘Let us resolve to bring his love everywhere,” the Pope encourages us, ‘never forgetting that each of our
sisters and brothers is a dwelling place of God and that his presence is manifested above all in the little
ones, in the poor and the suffering.’

.
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JOIN US ON 19TH JULY AT 10 A.M. FOR MASS
CELEBRATED BY
BISHOP BRIAN MASCORD

FOLLOWED BY A PROCESSION WITH
OUR LADY’S STATUE
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NOVENAS FROM 10™ JULY TO 18™ JULY
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