
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS  

SHOWING THE WAY TO GOD  

By Fr Ross Jones SJ, Rector, St Aloysius’ College Sydney 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart is a devotion very dear to                   
Jesuits, stretching back almost four centuries. A French Jesuit, 
now St Claude la Colombière, was sent after his formation to the Jesuit                  
community at Paray-le-Monial. One of his tasks was to be spiritual director of 
a sister of the Presentation order nearby who was experiencing apparitions of 
Jesus. Not the usual assignment for a first-year-out-priest with the ordination 
oils still wet on his palms! 

Those apparitions, wherein Jesus revealed his Sacred Heart to the sister, were 
later affirmed by the Church. The sister receiving them later herself became a 
saint, St Margaret Mary Alacoque, alongside her saintly spiritual director.  

Heart is one of those universal words which conveys something deep within. 
We all know “heart language”. The heart we describe, poetically, as the source 
of love and affection, of core desires, of courage and excitement. The heart, we 
say, is also something that is broken or signals alarm when we experience or 
face some of life’s challenges. We feel it beat in surprise, in fear, in excitement 
and in love.  

So apt a human organ to symbolise the nature of our God. If we were to speak 
of “the mind of God”, the image would be too complex or unfathomable. To say 
“the eye of God” might be suggestive of video surveillance in buildings and 
public spaces keeping track of wrong-doers. We would find little appeal in “the 
muscle of God” because we are drawn to embrace rather than succumb to 
strong-arm tactics. But “the heart of Jesus” speaks of a person at the core of 
their humanity. It symbolises and speaks of relationship.   

God is, by definition, Love. Not policeman. Not taskmaster. Not bean counter. 
Not judge. God is Love. God is just Love loving.  

This Sacred Heart symbol became significant for me when I first spent time in 
the Jesuit prison chaplaincy at the national penitentiary south of Manila in the 
Philippines. The majority of inmates bear some tattoos. Some told me that in 
the absence of photo albums, these images are how they remembered loved 
ones.  But the majority of tattooed inmates had images of the Sacred Heart 
prominently on them. Some were quite beautiful works of art. They explained 
it to me this way. They feel despised (understandably) by their victims. The 
government has no regard for them either, as evidenced by crushing living 
conditions, negligible health care and poor food. The population at large                 
believes they deserve what they have received. Some have families who refuse 
to visit them. Some partners have abandoned them for others. “The only one 
who is faithful,” they say, “the only one who still loves me and is present to me 
is Jesus.” The inscribed heart. 

The Gospels constantly remind us that God’s love is unconditional, undeserved 
and unearned. Nothing we do can make God love us more. And nothing we 
might do will make God love us any less. 

So let’s take heart in that!  

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME  

 
Entrance Antiphon 

O Lord, hear my voice, for 
I have called to you; be my 

help. Do not abandon or 
forsake me, O God, my 

Saviour! 
 

First Reading from the  
 book of  Exodus 19:2-6 

 
Responsorial Psalm  

Ps 99:2-3. 5. R. v.3 
Response:  We are his 
people: the sheep of his 

flock. 
 

Second Reading from 
the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 5:6-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! The 

kingdom of God is near; 
repent and believe the 
Good News! Alleluia  

 
Holy Gospel according 
to Matthew 9:36 – 10:8 

 
Communion Antiphon 
There is one thing I ask of 

the Lord, only this do I 
seek: to live in the house 
of the Lord all the days of 

my life. 
 

Next Week 
Twelfth Sunday In 
Ordinary Time A 

 
First: Jeremiah 20:10-13 

Resp Ps: Ps 68:8-10. 14. 

17. 33-35. R. v.14 

Second: Romans 5:12-15 

Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33  
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Vinnies winter appeal next weekend and sleepout on Saturday 17 
June: Homelessness is a problem often overlooked and misunderstood by the 
wider community.  In today’s financial climate, homelessness is a growing 
problem and men, women, families and youth are all affected by this crisis.  
With no family or friends to help, it’s easy for someone to fall through the 
cracks and end up sleeping in their car or on the street.  Our Parish                           
undertakes a Winter Appeal each year including a Community Sleepout.   
This offers an opportunity for our community to live out our Vision for              
Ministry/Service—Giving of ourselves- “seeing their life as a part of Jesus’ 
mission and being responsive to the needs of the society in which we live, our 
community enables every member to use their unique gifts and skills in            
ministry, giving of themselves in the service of other”. 
With an experience of what it is like to sleep out for the night, encourages              
people to learn more about the problem they’re helping others with.   
By getting involved with the Sleepout, our community will play an active role 
in raising vital funds and awareness of this crisis, faced by many Australians 
who do not have secure housing or accommodation and life’s needs. 
 
Ascent Youth Group  Calling all high schoolers! Join the Parish group              
going to the Ignite Youth Conference 2026 in Sydney on Friday 10th July 
(7:00am–10:00pm) Broken Bay Cathedral Precinct for an incredible day of 
live worship, Mass, inspiring talks, workshops, and connection with young 
people from across Australia! Travel and meals included. We have a few extra 
spots available at the heavily reduced rate of $60 (normally $195), so don’t 
miss out—contact Caroline ASAP on 0481 469 262 to secure your place! 
 
Mount Carmel Catholic College 40th Anniversary Open Day on  
Saturday 25 July:   
ATTENTION ALL ALUMNI AND EX STAFF! You’re invited back to 
MCCC to celebrate 40 years of memories, milestones, & community. 
Whether you walked these halls in the early days or were part of the journey 
somewhere along the way, this is your chance to reconnect, reminisce, and 
rediscover the place that helped shape so many lives.  
Come and see how MCCC has grown, transformed, and reimagined 
itself over the decades — from new facilities and programs to the vibrant 
community that continues to thrive today.  Join us for a day of stories,                   
laughter, familiar faces, and a few surprises.   
 
 "Gardens"   Retreat Day  -  Saturday 27th June “Grieve not as those 
who have no hope…” 1 Thess 4:13.  
Spend a day reflecting on how while we experience pain, grief and loss in life,             
we can also discover in such moments that God is renewing us and doing “a 
new thing” (Rev 21:4) within us.  The day will begin with mass at 9am at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish hall and end at 4pm.  Afternoon &  morning tea 
provided.  BYO Lunch Cost: $25 .  Please rsvp at   
https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBD or contact us on 0402 602 520 
 
Marriage Enrichment Weekend We are offering an opportunity for you 
to learn to become the best version of yourselves together and live your best 
life in love! Come and join us on 19-21 June 2026 at a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend at Mt Carmel  Retreat Centre.  Book online at www.wwme.org.au             
or contact Christine & Terry  Mahony on 0490 774 419 or nswbook-
ings@wwme.org.au 
 
Ageing with Confidence 2026 is a free CatholicCare event for older                   
people,  families, and carers that focuses on ageing with dignity, confidence, 
and choice.  It provides practical guidance on navigating care systems, raises 
awareness of ageism, and offers tools, support, and local connections to help 
people age well at home in the community. Campbelltown Catholic Club on      
22 July 9am -1pm. Registration required at catholiccare.dow.org.au/events. 
  
What’s on around the Diocese? Check out upcoming events and courses - 
too many to list in one place. Subscribe here and we will keep you in the loop 
dow.sh/stayingconnected about what’s happening around our Diocese! 
 
Sanctus – Rosemeadow  Join us for the Sanctus Summit at our Lady Help 
of Christians, Rosemeadow on Wednesday 17 June. Sanctus Summit is a 
monthly adoration night, bringing youth and young adults together from                
different parts of the Diocese! Eucharistic Adoration from 6.30 – 7.30pm 
(Reconciliation will be available), followed by Dinner at Ambarvale Hotel. 
Come along to pray before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and connect 
with other young people from the area! 

Mass and Devotions 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday Vigil: 6pm 

Sunday: 9.30am & 5pm 

Samoan Mass:  

1st Sunday  at 12 noon 

Maori Mass:  

1st Sunday of each month at 2pm 

Children’s Mass:  5th Sunday 

of the month at 9.30am 

Arabic Mass: 2nd Sunday of 

each month at 7pm 

Weekday Mass 

9am each day except Thursday;  

Thursday at 7.30pm 

Healing Mass on the 1st Saturday 

of each month at 9am. 

Reconciliation  

every Saturday at 11am 

Devotions & Prayer groups  

Eucharistic Adoration on 1st 

Sunday of each month at 6 to 7pm 

Adoration with the Rosary: 

Saturday at 9.30am 

Alliance of the 2 hearts Mass 

&  devotion: 1st Friday of each 

month at 7.30pm 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 3rd             

Sunday of each month at 3pm 

Faith Circles: every Monday at 

2pm & 7pm via zoom 

Holy Family Fellowship: 

every 4th Saturday at 7pm. 

Book Club: meets on the 3rd  

Wednesday  at 10am. 

Friendship Group: meets on 

the 1st Tuesday of each month. 

Bible Study & Reflection 

Group: meets Monday at 10am.  

Children’s Ministry  will meet 

on the 4th Sunday from 3– 5 pm 

Ascent Youth Ministry: 

meets on the 2nd & 4th Friday 

from 6.30pm. 

Pastoral Care Team meets on 

4th Tuesday at 1.30pm 

Grief Support Group meets 

on the  2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 10am 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.trybooking.com_DIDBD&d=DwMFaQ&c=Ab0QvlN45UpQ9yLFxAXiOFnCOCfqvrLLi5_qZ1-2704&r=jh-PbL8HxGNmo_VsDpxmyo9___gJcrt3jMvMH_6y1-M&m=uR-LBJLnd6v90DIuTIK21Ly6dVztwO8zNahCJkBXAspSLjhGIlYJW6DQF8VzdpQa&s=50o0i5i7Y8U
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Contact Us 
 

Parish Priest:   
Fr Shane Kelleher OCD 

 

Deacon: 
Rev Stuart Lake  

 

Parish Associate 
Sr “Jill” Girlie Sudario, CM  

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday-Friday: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Phone: 9603 7373 / 0434 705 176 

Address: 193 St Andrews Rd, Varroville 

Email: varroville@dow.org.au 

Website: varroville.dow.org.au 

For the sick and  
homebound:   

 

Pat Cullen,  Mary                           

Ponnapalam, Myka                      

Mangos, Kevin Cloran,     

Karen Browne, Reg                   

Gardner,  Sr Heather 

Burke, Barry Atkins,               

Carol & Gabriel Gonzales,                

Amelia Jimenez, Susan 

Mella,  Sean Finnerty, Rose 

Levoune, Doris Wahhib,  

John Kajdrys, Pat Stewart, 

Allan  Marquinez, Richard 

Scolyer,  Mercy Espiritu , 

Vladdy Mher Peralta, Bill 

Scibberas, Bernie Briscoe,  

Barbara Hughes, Clark 

Hughes .  

May they experience the                    

saving power of the risen  

Lord amidst their pain 

and affliction. 
   

For our recently                  

departed  

Pausumu Olaaiga,  

Dorothy Forland,  

Richard Vaughan 
 

Anniversaries that          

occur at this time:  

Frazer Toweel,                   

Noreen Farrell, Benito 

Cossettini, Humberto  

Soares, Antonio Azevedo 
 

Prayer intentions Who is the Man Behind of the Shroud?  5:30pm–8:30pm Saturday, 27 June 
2026; Xavier Conference Centre, Wollongong;  Come join us for this inspiring                 
evening with renowned Catholic speaker Francine Pirola as we explore the mystery of 
the Shroud of Turin and what it reveals about the suffering, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Enjoy a wine and cheese reception, view a rare life-size replica of the 
Shroud, connect with others, and conclude the evening with Eucharistic Adoration in 
the Cathedral. This is a free event, but registration is essential. Register: dow.sh/
summitshroud 
 
FIESTA:  We’re excited to announce that our Parish Fiesta will be celebrated on  
Sunday, 19th July. In preparation for this joyful occasion, Novenas will be held from 
the 10th to the 18th of July. We invite all parishioners to mark their calendars and 
join us in prayer and celebration.  
As we prepare for the Fiesta, we are also looking for volunteers to help with the                   
various activities and arrangements. (Set up, pack up, food donations)  
We are also looking for performers from the Parish community to perform and                  
showcase their talent at the Fiesta. Come give a helping hand and share your talents 
to make this a great day!  
Please see a Fiesta Committee member after Mass to sign up or contact the Parish 
office. Your help would be greatly appreciated.  More details about the Fiesta will be 
shared in the coming weeks. We look forward to celebrating together as a parish.  
 
 

 ROSTERS   

21 June  2026 Saturday 6pm Sunday 9.30am Sunday 5pm 

Welcomers Paul & Lori Nelia , Anita & Francia Terry  & Maree  

Altar Servers Berna, Christian, Elijah & Arland Vu  Robert & Nathan 

Readers Richard & Tracey Irene  & Lee  Fev  & Madonna 

Refreshments Josephine, Glenda & Margaret Varroville Gospel Choir & Community Beatrix   & Madonna  

Altar Linen Estela & Myra  CLOTW: Rhonda & Conrad  

Flowers Jeanne  & Vaitafao  Church Vacuuming Parish Office 

Counters Christine B & Cira R Church Foyer Parish Office 

Choir C/Ryan c/ Karen c/ Grace 



He summoned his twelve disciples, and sent them out. 

When Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were 
harassed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said 
to his disciples, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.’ 

He summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over                    
unclean spirits with power to cast them out and to cure all kinds of 
diseases and sickness. 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon who is called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James the son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon 
the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the one who was to betray him. These 
twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows: 

Do not turn your steps to pagan territory, and do not enter 
any Samaritan town; go rather to the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. Cure the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You received without charge, give without charge.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
The portrait of Jesus that is painted by the gospel of Matthew is as the one who has come to fulfil the            
Jewish tradition. This is sometimes incorrectly interpreted as being anti-Jewish but that is not the case at 
all. The community for whom Matthew was writing were Jewish Christians and they saw the pathway 
taught by Jesus as the best way to live out the Jewish tradition. It is in this context that today’s gospel              
passage must be considered. The way the commissioning of the Twelve begins is very significant: ‘When 
Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were harassed and dejected, like sheep without a 
shepherd.’ This is the gospel writer describing the people of Israel as a whole – harassed and dejected and 
without a shepherd. For the Matthew community, Jesus was that shepherd the Jews needed. But Jesus 
also knew that one person alone could not bring about the change within Judaism that was required.                 
He chose the Twelve and named them as apostles (those who are sent) to continue the work that he had  
begun. 

The gospel writer describes Jesus as giving the apostles ‘authority’ over unclean spirits. For the Matthew 
community, authority was a defining question. They had recently been expelled from the Jewish                          
synagogues and the authority of Jesus had been called into doubt. Yet, for this community, real authority 
lay with Jesus and those whom he sent out to do his work. Throughout this gospel, Jesus is described as 
exhibiting ‘authority’ so as to reaffirm to the original community that they were right in choosing to follow 
the way of Jesus and not bend to the authority of the Jewish leaders who were oppressing them. 

The gospel passage has Jesus telling his newly commissioned apostles to go only to the House of Israel, 
not to go to Samaritans or into pagan territory; the ministry of the apostles is only to be addressed to 
Jews. But this is the first part of a two-phase ministry. At the conclusion of the gospel, the Risen Jesus   
directs his followers to ‘make disciples of all the nations’. For the Matthew community, (unlike the                     
community of Luke) it was the House of Israel that needed renewal first before the message of Jesus could 
be taken to gentile and pagan communities. 

This passage is often used as the basis for sermons, conversations or even marketing about vocations – 
vocations to religious life as well as lay vocations. The image of a rich harvest with not enough labourers to 
reap the harvest is a powerful one. In the Western world in particular today it is very true of priestly and 
religious vocations. However, it is equally true of lay vocations. Too few people are prepared to ‘own’ their 
faith and live the message of the gospel in their day to day work and interactions with others. In what way 
are you a labourer in the harvest? 

There is a lovely distinction in this gospel passage between disciples and apostles. Jesus calls his twelve 
disciples, commissions them and sends them out to continue his work. From then on, they are referred to 
as ‘apostles’. Disciples are followers, but apostles have been sent out. In our own lives we are called to                
accept the challenge of being apostles, not disciples. For we are not just followers, we have been sent out 
by Jesus to continue his work. To be a disciple is just the first step. Disciples follow a path; apostles take 
the initiative and forge their own path. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to  Matthew 9:36 – 10:8 
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