
Seventeenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 
Entrance Antiphon 

God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who 

dwell in his house; he 
himself gives might and 
strength to his people. 

 
First Reading from the 

first book of the Kings  
3:5.7-12 

 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 
118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. 

R. v.97 
 

Response:  Lord, I love 
your commands. 

 
Second Reading from 

the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans 8:28-30  

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little 
ones the mysteries of the 

kingdom. Alleluia! 
 

Holy Gospel according 
to Matthew 13:44-52 

 
Communion Antiphon 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and never forget all his 
benefits. 

 

NEXT WEEK 
 

Eighteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time  

 
First: Isaiah 55:1-3 
Resp Ps: Ps 144:8-9. 15-
 18. R. v.16 
Second:  
       Romans 8:35. 37-39 
Gospel:  
        Matthew 14:13-21 

 

‘MESSAGE FROM HIS HOLINESS LEO XIV 
FOR THE SIXTH WORLD DAY FOR  

GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY 

[Feast of St Joachim and Anne, 26 July 2026] 

I will never forget you (Is 49:15) 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promises that he will never forget any of us. 
He assures us that he has engraved our faces on the palms of his hands (cf. Is 49:16) 
and that his love is greater than a mother’s love for her child (cf. Is 49:15).                      
The prophet gives us a glimpse of an intimate and intense dialogue in which God 
addresses, in familiar terms, each person individually and the people as a whole. 
Even today, we can read these words as referring to each of us, and everyone can 
hear that “I will never forget you” spoken directly to them. 

These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. They are the answer to an                   
agonizing feeling that troubles the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has 
forgotten me” (Is 49:14). How often in Sacred Scripture, especially in the Psalms, 
does prayer spring from the despair of those who feel that their lives are of no                 
interest to anyone and are being neglected! The painful feeling of being forgotten is, 
unfortunately, shared by many people, and among them are quite a few elderly    
people.  God’s love, which forgets no one, offers itself as an act of justice and a                
response to the anonymity in which human life all too often ends up lost. The lives 
of many elderly people, in particular, seem to be covered by a veil that blurs the     
features of their faces and shrouds them in oblivion. This is what happens in homes 
where loneliness reigns and also in those care facilities where each person’s       
uniqueness risks being reduced to a bed number or an illness. 

The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is an opportunity 
to rediscover that the Church is called to be a mother to all and that at any age it is 
always possible to recognize ourselves as sons and daughters of God. May this day, 
therefore, be an inspiration for everyone, especially the young, to revive the                   
beautiful custom of visiting their grandparents, the elderly members of the family 
and even those who have no one to visit them. Bring them, through this message 
and your presence, the closeness and affection of the Pope. Ensure that the words of 
the prophet, “But I will never forget you,” take the form of a tender and affectionate 
encounter. “In an era that favours speed and fragmentation, the human person still 
yearns to receive care and recognition from attentive minds, kind words and hands 
capable of tenderness. The digital culture multiplies connections and offers new   
opportunities for interaction; yet, the human heart retains an irrevocable need for 
genuine closeness” (Encyclical Letter, Magnifica Humanitas, 239). 

The Church understands the suffering of her elderly members; she knows full well 
that they are all too often viewed through the lens of stereotypes and considered a 
burden; she is aware that a profit-driven economy weakens family ties; she knows 
that many elderly people are left behind by children who are forced to migrate or, in 
some cases, to fight in wars. For each of these reasons, she joyfully proclaims the 
Lord’s promise: “But I will never forget you!” 

Dear elderly brothers and sisters, I thank you for supporting me every day with your 
prayers, especially when you recite the Holy Rosary. I return this gratitude from the 
bottom of my heart and leave you with this prayer: may the Lord always renew us in 
faith, hope and love — He who never forgets us! 

26 July 2026 
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Renewed & Sent: Parish Renewal Summit  Bishop Brian Mascord invites 

you to the Renewed & Sent Parish Renewal Summit, to be held at St Gregory's 

College, Campbelltown, from 1–3 October 2026. 

Join clergy, religious, lay leaders, ministry volunteers and parishioners from 

across the Diocese of Wollongong for three days of inspiring keynote                         

presentations, practical workshops, prayer, and opportunities to connect with 

others who share a passion for the future of our parishes. 

This opportunity aligns with Bishop Brian Mascord's Come & See, Go & Make:               

A Vision for Parishes, helping us to grow as communities where people encounter 

Jesus, become his disciples, and are sent to share the Gospel. 

Whether you come on your own or as part of a parish team, you'll leave                            

encouraged, inspired, and equipped with practical ideas to help your parish grow 

in faith, mission, and community. For the full program and registrations, visit 

renewedandsent.com.au. 

We are also looking for volunteers to assist during the Summit. Volunteers                  

receive discounted tickets and play an important role in making this event                    

possible. Go to renewedandsent.com.au for information and to register. 
 

Faith Circles small group will meet on Tuesday at 7.30pm in the                

meeting room.  All are welcome to join in. 

Faith Circles  is a weekly resource to help individuals but mainly small groups 

to come together.  In doing so it assists in the development of faith and                        

community, a strong desire  expressed in our Diocesan feedback from the                      

National Church Life Survey.  The weekly Faith Circles resource is available for 

free to download. It is easy to use with simple questions and prayer points. It is 

available to download at www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ or have 

it sent to you each month via email subscription. 
 

Confirmation Classes to commence on saturday 15 August 2026 at 4pm  
followed by Mass at 6 –7pm.  Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday 20  
September 2026 at 9.30am.  Registration is available on our website or at the      
parish office. 
 

Our Pastoral Care Team visit people who cannot attend Mass any longer due 
to ill health and age.  If you know anyone who would like to have a home visit and 
Holy  Communion please call the parish office .  
 
Friendship group will be on Tuesday  4th Aug after 9am Mass. The theme               
will be multicultural. Please bring a plate from your country of origin. 
 

The Indian community invites you for the solemn Mass on the feast of 

“Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary” & celebration of India's Independence 

Day on the 15th of August at 12 noon. The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated 

at Mount Carmel parish Varroville. Please bring a plate. 
 

Together we can keep the faith alive - Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 

Did you know that across the world tens of millions of Christian families are in 

exile following persecution because of their faith? 

Aid to the Church in Need is a spiritual and pastoral charity which seeks to keep 

the flame of faith alive in those places where it is at risk of extinction. 

The weekend of August 1/2, we welcome to our parish an ACN speaker who will 

share with us about the work of Aid to the Church in Need and how we can help 

our suffering and persecuted brothers and sisters. 

 
BAMBI Kindergarten has moved during the holidays.  The centre has                     
relocated to new premises in Ingleburn.  Our Parish hall is now available during 
the week for hire.  It is available for parties, meetings, community activities,                
funeral services, etc. Enquire at the Parish office.   

Mass and Devotions 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday Vigil: 6pm 

Sunday: 9.30am & 5pm 

Samoan Mass:  

1st Sunday  at 12 noon 

Maori Mass:  

1st Sunday of each month at 2pm 

Children’s Mass:  5th Sunday 

of the month at 9.30am 

 

Weekday Mass 

9am each day except Thursday;  

Thursday at 7.30pm 

Healing Mass on the 1st Saturday 

of each month at 9am. 

Reconciliation  

every Saturday at 11am 

 

Devotions & Prayer groups  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of 1st 

Sunday of each month at 6 to 7pm 

Adoration with the Rosary: 

Saturday at 9.30am 

Alliance of the 2 hearts Mass 

&  devotion: 1st Friday of each 

month at 7.30pm 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 3rd             

Sunday of each month at 3pm 

Faith Circles: every Monday at 

2pm & 7pm via zoom 

Tuesday at 7.30p in meeting room 

Holy Family Fellowship: 

every 4th Saturday at 7pm. 

Book Club: meets on the 3rd  

Wednesday  at 10am. 

Friendship Group: meets on 

the 1st Tuesday of each month. 

Bible Study & Reflection 

Group: meets Monday at 10am.  

Children’s Ministry                      

Gathering will meet on the 4th 

Sunday from 3– 5 pm 

Ascent Youth Ministry: 

meets on the 2nd & 4th Friday 

from 6.30pm. 

Legion of Mary every                          

Saturday at 12.30pm 

Parish Notices 

http://renewedandsent.com.au/


Our Rosters 

Contact Us 
 

Parish Priest:   
Fr Shane Kelleher OCD 

 

Deacon: 
Rev Stuart Lake 

 

Parish Associate:   
Sr “Jill” Girlie Sudario, CM  

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday-Friday: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Phone: 9603 7373 / 0434 705 176 

Address: 193 St Andrews Rd, Varroville 

Email: varroville@dow.org.au 

Website: varroville.dow.org.au 

Prayer intentions 

For the sick and  
homebound:   

 
Pat Cullen,  Mary Ponnapalam,                            
Myka Mangos, Kevin Cloran, 
Karen Browne, Reg Gardner,                 
Barry Atkins, Carol & Gabriel                 

Gonzales, Amelia Jimenez,    
Susan Mella,  Sean Finnerty, 

Rose Levoune, Doris Wahhib,  
John Kajdrys,  Pat  Stewart,  

Allan  Marquinez,  Vladdy Mher 
Peralta, Mercy Espiritu, Ste-
phen & Kathleen Mitrovics, 

Jadwiga Doomalewska,  
Bill Scibberas, Bernie Briscoe 

 
May they experience the             

saving power of the risen Lord 
amidst their pain &  affliction. 

 
For our recently departed 

Fr Rick McCann, Vlado Leko, 
Sr Heather Burke,  

 
Anniversaries that occur 

at this time   
 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord, may perpetual light  

shine upon them. 

National Vocations Awareness Week – and Vocaris for Young Adults 

National Vocations Awareness Week takes place from 2 - 9 August: a time for  everyone  

of us to be renewed in our commitment to living out our Christian  vocation or “calling”, 

which begins in baptism and is then lived out through ordained ministry, religious life, 

marriage or the single life. 

Go to dow.sh/Vocaristestimony for more   information or to register.  If you would like                

to discuss your vocation, contact Fr Duane Fernandez,  Vocations Director,                               

at vocations@dow.org.au 

 
Homecoming Silent Retreat 28 – 30 August Carmel House, Varroville 

“His father saw him, ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” Lk 15: 

20 Your heavenly Father waits for you to come away with him for a weekend of  silently 

soaking in his great love for you. Embrace this opportunity for encountering deep peace 

and serenity. This retreat is for men and women aged 18+. Hosted by the MGL Sisters.  

Choose from a weekend retreat or extend your time with a 5-day retreat option. 

w/e: https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBK  extended: https://www.trybooking.com/

DIDBU 

 

2026 Significant Marriage Anniversaries Mass  If you are celebrating 25, 30, 40, 

50, 60 or over 60 years of marriage this year, you are warmly invited to the Significant 

Marriage Anniversaries, celebrated with Bishop Brian Mascord on Sunday 6 September 

2026 at 2pm at the St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Wollongong.  Mass will be followed by 

light refreshments in the Xavier Centre Conference Room. 

Registration is essential and must be completed online at dow.sh/ma26  by no later than 

Monday, 17 August 2026. Any enquiries please email Helen  helen.bennett@dow.org.au 

 
Cursillo Diocesan Women’s Encounter, Thurs 10 to Sun 13 September 2026 

Carmel House Varroville  Cursillo is a life changing experience providing a method  

to support and nurture our faith journey and enable us to live vibrant Gospel oriented 

lives. The weekend will include talks, discussions fostering friendship, daily Mass,            

spiritual direction, good music, fun and laughter. Cost: $320 (payment options available) 

covers all meals, accommodation, resources and activities. Enquiries: Shirley Parker  

0431 513 109 ; cursillo3dayweekend@hotmail.com dow.sh/cursillo 

2 August 2026 Saturday 6pm Sunday 9.30am Sunday 5pm 

Welcomers Estela & Cecilia Nelia, Anita, Francia Geoff, Margaret & Danni 

Altar Servers Ryan, Amana, Eliarna, Elijah Orly Robert, Nathan 

Readers Ryan & Bevina Gabriel & Laura Mark & Madonna 

Refreshments Emmarie & Berna Sarah, Tereza & John Beatrix & Madonna 

Altar Linen Berna CLOTW: Lee & Josephine  

Flowers Tracey & Richard Church Vacuuming Parish Office 

Counters Irene & Jeanne Counters Parish Office 

Choirs C/ Nick C/ Karen & Maria C/ Grace 
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13:44-52 

 

 

He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides it again, goes 
off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and sells everything 
he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that 
brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it 
ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket 
and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the 
end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the 
just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a 
disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new 
and old.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY by Mary Coloe PBVM 

‘God’s reign is like …’ 

There is a story of an Indian monk who found the world’s largest diamond. In a nearby village a man had a dream that if 
he went to a certain monastery he could gain enormous wealth beyond all his hopes. The villager arrived at the                       
monastery and told the monk his dream. The monk explained, ‘The dream probably refers to this,’ and handed over the 
diamond to him. The villager returned home with great joy, but that night tossed and turned. The next week he returned 
to the monastery, utterly exhausted and begged, ‘Give me the wealth that enables you to give away this diamond so                
easily.’  The two parables today remind me of this Indian tale. Jesus says that the reign of God is so great a treasure that 
it is worth giving up all you have. People who have had profound experiences often struggle to find the words to describe 
this for others. They find themselves resorting to images – ‘It was like …; it was as if …’. In the parables Jesus tries to find 
ways of explaining why the reign of God has so captivated his own imagination. Of course Jesus speaks of a treasure and 
a pearl he has already found, while the disciples and later Christians only glimpse God’s reign in moments of insight. And 
yet even these brief and veiled glimpses have been enough to sustain disciples for two thousand years and even today 
there are many prepared to give all they have in following Christ. These men and women have found the wealth that   
enabled the monk to give away the diamond. 

Paul, whose letter we are currently reading, is an example of one who lived out this parable with utter recklessness. 
Paul’s encounter with the Risen Jesus led him to know the overwhelming love of God is not determined by following the 
Law, but is an utterly gracious gift of God to us. He reflects today, could anything get in the way of this love God has for 
us; and Paul concludes, there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love. This is the treasure that Paul found,                 
enabling him to put aside all the lawful requirements of Judaism he previously thought were the only way to salvation. 
Paul had once been a Pharisee, one completely dedicated and given over to his Jewish traditions and teaching. Yet, when 
he comes to know Jesus, he is able to let all this go, to ‘hand over the diamond’ of his previous life and take up a new         
calling to spread the Gospel he has now discovered. In the reading from Romans today, it is as if we are listening in to 
Paul’s astonishment at the depths of God’s love, a love of us that enabled God to give us Jesus. In a sense, Jesus is God’s 
diamond, given over to us in love. Recognising this enables Paul to give over the diamond of his own life. 

The third parable in the collection that Matthew offers picks up the theme of last week’s parable about the weeds and the 
wheat growing together. Today’s parable shifts the image from gardening to fishing where the net hauls in a wide catch of 
both good fish and worthless things. Once again, there will come a time when sorting will happen but not in the middle 
of the fishing process. Only when the fishing work is over, will the catch be sorted. 

When I think of this week’s fishing parable and last week’s about the wheat and the weeds, I wonder what must have 
been happening in Matthew’s community for him to give his community these two parables, as they are not recorded in 
Mark and Luke. Were divisions starting to happen? Were people beginning to make judgments about others, perhaps 
wanting to sort out the community? Could Matthew be trying to teach his local church to leave the sorting out to God? 
The fact that these are only in Matthew certainly suggests that these had some particular purpose, even if today we can 
only guess what that might be. 
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