GUIDES IN CHOOSING HYMNS

¢ The hymns of the Mass are not chosen simply because they are popular or beautiful.

¢ Each hymn should express the meaning of the particular part of the liturgy it
accompanies, helping the assembly participate more fully in the celebration.

¢ The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) provides the primary norms

for music within the Mass. It clearly explains the purpose of the chants / hymns that
accompany each part of the liturgy.

4 The message of any hymn should flow from these purposes.

Hymns According to the GIRM

Part of the Mass

Purpose in the GIRM

Message of the Hymn

Entrance Chant
(GIRM 47-48)

Opens the celebration, fosters
the unity of those gathered,
introduces the mystery of the
liturgical season or feast, and
accompanies the procession of
the priest and ministers.

Gathering as one Body of Christ,
praise of God, the liturgical
season, the feast being
celebrated, or Christ as the One
who gathers His people.

Kyrie
(GIRM 52)

A chant in which the faithful
acclaim the Lord and implore His
mercy

God's mercy, repentance, trust
in Christ, and hope in His saving
love.

Gloria
(GIRM 53)

The Church's ancient hymn
glorifying the Father and the
Lamb. It is a fixed liturgical text

Praise, adoration, thanksgiving,
and glorification of the Trinity. It
may never be replaced by
another hymn.

Responsorial Psalm
(GIRM 61)

An integral part of the Liturgy of
the Word and a response to the
First Reading. The inspired
Word of God responding to the
Scripture just proclaimed

It should be the prescribed
Psalm or an approved setting.

Gospel Acclamation (GIRM 62—
63)

Welcomes and greets the Lord
who is about to speak in the
Gospel.

Joyful anticipation, praise of
Christ, readiness to hear His
Word.

*** Different tone during Lent

Preparation of the Gifts
(Offertory Chant) (GIRM 74)

Accompanies the procession of
the bread & wine and the
preparation of the altar.

Its purpose is to support the
liturgical action rather than to
draw attention to itself.

Reflects the offering of the bread
and wine to be blessed/sanctified.
It carries the message of
thanksgiving & sacrifice

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) (GIRM
79b)

Part of the Eucharistic Prayer
and sung by the whole assembly.
The holiness and glory of
God.

Only the approved liturgical text is
used.
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Memorial Acclamation
(GIRM 79c¢)

The faithful proclaim the
Paschal Mystery.
Christ's death, resurrection,
and future coming

Only the approved texts are
permitted.

Great Amen (GIRM 79h)

The people's assent to the
Eucharistic Prayer

Joyful affirmation of the
Church's great prayer of
thanksgiving.

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
(GIRM 83)

Accompanies the Fraction Rite.
Christ the Lamb of God who
grants mercy and peace.

Only the approved text is used.

Communion Chant (GIRM 86—
87)

Expresses the communicants'
spiritual union through the unity
of their voices, shows joy of
heart, and highlights the
communal nature of the
procession to receive the
Eucharist.

Communion with Christ and one
another, Eucharistic
thanksgiving, unity, joy, and the
mystery of Christ's
Body and Blood.

Song after Communion

Optional hymn of praise or

Gratitude, contemplation,
adoration, and deepening union

(GIRM 88) thanksgiving after Communion with Christ.
The GIRM does not prescribe a recessional hymn.
Once the dismissal is given, the Mass has concluded.
Recessional If sung, it should encourage the faithful to go forth to live the

Gospel. Ideally, encouraged to be Liturgical.

On Marian feasts, a Marian hymn is especially appropriate.

Key Principles for Selecting Hymns

1. The hymn must serve the liturgical action
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The text should correspond to the rite taking place
The liturgical season and feast should be reflected where appropriate.

Scripture and sound Catholic doctrine should be the foundation of the text.
The assembly should be able to participate actively, as singing belongs to the whole

gathered Church (cf. GIRM 39-41).

NOTE: Choose hymns because they express the meaning of the liturgical rite being celebrated—not
simply because they match the readings, are familiar, or are favourites. The liturgical action itself
should be the first criterion, followed by the season, the feast, and the scriptural texts.

This approach is faithful to the GIRM and to the Church’s understanding that music is an integral part of
the liturgy rather than an accompaniment added to it.
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