
Twenty Fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 
Entrance Antiphon 

Give peace, O Lord, to 

those who wait for you, 

that your prophets be 

found true. Hear the 

prayers of your servant, 

and of your people 

Israel.  

First Reading   from the 

book of Sirach 27:30 – 

28:7 

Responsorial Psalm  

Ps 102:1-4. 9-12. R. v.8 

Response:   

 The Lord is kind and 

merciful; slow to anger 

and rich in compassion. 

Second Reading from 

the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans  14:7-9 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia!, Alleluia! I 

give you a new 

commandment: love one 

another as I have loved 

you. Alleluia! 

Holy Gospel  according 

to Matthew 18:21-35 

Communion Antiphon 
How precious is your 

mercy, O God! The 

children of men seek 

shelter in the shadow of 

your wings. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safeguarding Sunday 2026 invites every Catholic community across Australia 
to renew its commitment to creating environments where all people—
especially children, young people, and vulnerable adults—are safe, respected, 
and valued. This day is not simply an annual reminder; it is a call to ongoing 
conversion, accountability, and vigilance. Safeguarding is at the heart of the 
Church’s mission because it reflects Christ’s own care for the most vulnerable 
and His insistence that every person carries inherent dignity. 
 
In every parish, safeguarding begins with a culture of listening. It means en-
suring that children feel heard, families feel supported, and concerns are tak-
en seriously. It requires clear policies, transparent processes, and a willing-
ness to confront difficult truths. Safeguarding Sunday strengthens our resolve 
to uphold these standards, recognising that trust is built through consistent 
action, not words alone. 
 
Volunteers and parish leaders play a vital role in this mission. Their commit-
ment to safe practices—whether through completing training, following proto-
cols, or modelling respectful behaviour—helps create communities where peo-
ple can participate confidently in worship, ministry, and parish life. Safe-
guarding is not the responsibility of a few; it belongs to the whole Church. 
Every parishioner contributes by being attentive, informed, and proactive. 
 
This day also honours survivors of abuse. Their courage in speaking out has 
shaped the Church’s reforms and continues to guide its safeguarding efforts. 
We acknowledge their pain, commit to supporting their healing, and pledge to 
ensure that such harm is never repeated. 
 
Safeguarding Sunday 2026 reminds us that protecting the vulnerable is a Gos-
pel imperative. It calls us to be communities where safety is woven into every 
ministry, every conversation, and every decision. By embracing safeguarding 
as a shared responsibility, we strengthen the Church’s witness and reflect 
Christ’s love with integrity and compassion. 
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Fr Shane will be taking some well deserved leave from 1 October.  He 

will be away from the Parish for 3 months.  In his absence Fr Sunny will take over 

his duties as Parish Administrator.   

 

Hospitality Ministries Gathering 

Everyone serving in our refreshments, welcoming, cleaning, flower arranging and 

money counting ministry is invited to a gathering on Friday 25 September 

2026, 7-9pm. We will start with Pizza followed by  formation and training. It is 

important that at least one of your team can attend. This way we all work together 

on the renewal of our parish. Please rsvp Beatrix by 23 September for        

catering purposes. 

 

Grief and Loss support Group will meet on a monthly basis for people  who 

have experienced grief and loss in their lives and who would like an opportunity 

to connect with others on a gentle environment. Please come along  every 2nd 

Tuesday of each month at 10am after the 9am morning mass.  

 

Our Pastoral Care Team  

visit people who cannot attend Mass any longer due to ill health and age.  If you 

know anyone who would like to have a home visit and Holy Communion please 

call the parish office .  

 

Dinner Dance on 12 September after 6pm Mass.  Tickets are on sale this 

weekend and next weekend.  As it is a catered event we need numbers, so please 

reserve your seat to attend.  The theme this year is a masquerade ball so it is an 

opportunity to dress up and enjoy a night with great friends, good food, music 

and laughter.  Tickets $50 pp or $125 per family. 

Our Major Cash Raffle Books of tickets are available to take home and sell.  

The tickets cost $5 each and a book of 10 tickets will cost $50.  The raffle draw 

will take place at our thanks giving Mass on 26 November. 
 

St Carlo Acutis Relic and Display coming here in September! Our               

diocese is excited to be hosting the International Carlo Acutis Major Relic                    

Pilgrimage in September. The relic will visit the parishes of Oran Park (Mon 

14th), Rosemeadow (Tue 15th) Nowra (Wed 16- Thurs 17th), and the Wollongong 

Cathedral (Fri 18 - Mon 21), with opportunities for veneration of the first-class 

relic of St Carlo, participating in the sacraments, and visiting St Carlo's own                    

Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition. Everyone, especially students and young adults 

will be amazed and drawn into a deep experience of faith in encountering St                 

Carlo's story, relic and the display.  

Go to https://www.stcarloaustralia.com/ for more information.  

Mass and Devotions 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday Vigil: 6pm 

Sunday: 9.30am & 5pm 

Samoan Mass:  1st Sunday  of 

each month at 12 noon 

Maori Mass: 1st Sunday of each 

month at 2pmr 

Children’s Mass:  5th Sunday 

of the month at 9.30am 

Weekday Mass 

9am each day except Thursday;  

Thursday at 7.30pm 

Healing Mass on the 1st Saturday 

of each month at 9am. 

Reconciliation  

every Saturday at 11am 

Devotions & Prayer groups  

Eucharistic Adoration of 1st 

Sunday of each month at 6.15 pm 

Adoration with the Rosary: 

Saturday at 9.30am 

Alliance of the 2 hearts Mass 

&  devotion: 1st Friday of each 

month at 7.30pm 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 3rd             

Sunday of each month at 3pm 

Faith Circles: every Monday at 

2pm & 7pm via zoom 

Tuesday at 7.30p in meeting room 

Holy Family Fellowship: 

every 4th Saturday at 7pm. 

Book Club: meets on the 3rd  

Wednesday  at 10am. 

Friendship Group: meets on 

the 1st Tuesday of each month. 

Bible Study & Reflection 

Group: meets Monday at 10am.  

Children’s Ministry                      

Gathering will meet on the 4th 

Sunday from 3– 5 pm 

Ascent Youth Ministry: 

meets on the 2nd & 4th Friday 

from 6.30pm. 

Legion of Mary every                          

Saturday at 12.30pm 

Grief Support Group meets 

on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month 

Parish Notices 



Our Rosters 

Contact Us 
 

Parish Priest:   
Fr Shane Kelleher OCD 

 

Deacon: 
Rev Stuart Lake 

 

Parish Associate:   
Sr “Jill” Girlie Sudario, CM  

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday-Friday: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Phone: 9603 7373 / 0434 705 176 

Address: 193 St Andrews Rd, Varroville 

Email: varroville@dow.org.au 

Website: varroville.dow.org.au 

Prayer intentions 

For the sick and  
homebound:   

 

Pat Cullen, Myka Mangos,               
Kevin Cloran, Karen Browne, 
Reg Gardner, Barry Atkins, 
Carol & Gabriel Gonzales,    

Amelia Jimenez, Susan Mella,  
Sean Finnerty, Rose Levoune, 
Doris Wahhib,  John Kajdrys,  

Pat  Stewart,  Allan  Marquinez,  
Vladdy Mher Peralta,            

Mercy Espiritu, Stephen & 
Kathleen Mitrovics, Jadwiga 
Doomalewska, Bill Scibberas, 

Bernie Briscoe 
 

May they experience the             
saving power of the risen Lord 
amidst their pain &  affliction. 

 
For our recently departed 

Liliana Jaroveski, Fr Rick 
McCann,  Vlado Leko,  

 
Anniversaries that occur 

at this time   
Joseph Farrell, Christian  

Boudan, Gladys Bergicourt 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord, may perpetual light  

shine upon them. 

Why Foster Care Matters 
A safe home can change everything. Right now, children and young people in our                     
region need someone to step in with care, stability and hope. You could be the person 
who makes that difference. 
Sadly, there are children in the Illawarra, Shoalhaven, Southern Highlands and                    
Macarthur regions who can’t live at home due to safety or wellbeing concerns.                           
Many have experienced trauma and need patient, consistent care to help them heal. 
Foster care gives these children a stable home, whether it’s for a few nights, a few    
months, or longer.  Through CatholicCare Diocese of Wollongong’s Permanency                          
Support Program (PSP), we match children with carers and provide the training,                     
support and resources to help you both thrive. 
You don’t need to be perfect. You just need to be willing to show up with care, patience 
and consistency to a child who needs it. 
People from all walks of life can make a meaningful difference, whether you can care                  
for  a few nights, a few months or longer. We’ll be with you every step of the way. 
Contact Catholic Care Diocese of Wollongong to learn more about foster care today at 
1800 967 894 or fosteringfutures@catholiccare.dow.org.au. 
 

Mention My Name Memorial Mass at St Thomas More Catholic Church, Ruse on 
Saturday, 12 September 2026, at 10am.  
This Mass is a beautiful opportunity to pause, remember and honour those whose lives 
have been lost through suicide. It is also a time to surround the families, friends,                 
caregivers and first responders affected by suicide with prayer, compassion and the               
reminder that they are not alone. 
We would be truly grateful if you could share the attached invitation with your parish 
community, whether through your bulletin, social media or parish notices. 
 
Marriage Enrichment Weekend We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to 
become the best version of yourselves together and live your best life in love! 
Come and join us on 9 – 11 October 2026 at a Marriage Encounter Weekend at Mount 
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. Book online at www.wwme.org.au or contact                       
Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 or nswbookings@wwme.org.au 
 
Handmade: Creative Healing Retreat October 16-18, Carmel House, Varroville 
In his hand is the life of every creature” Job 12:10    
Come away for a weekend of reflection on how carefully God has made and upheld your 
life through different creative prayer experiences. This retreat is for both men &                         
women  Hosted by the MGL Sisters. Registration link: www.trybooking.com/DIDCB 
 
 
 

20 September 2026 Saturday 6pm Sunday 9.30am Sunday 5pm 

Welcomers Gabriel, Myra Bianca, Antony, Laura Geoff, Margaret, Danni 

Altar Servers Andrew, Diane, Sebastian, Eliana Orly Michael, Nathan 

Readers Bevina. Mark Andy, Caroline Effie, Niya 

Refreshments Tracey, Richard, Venessa Varroville Gospel Choir Pam, Nathasha, Maree 

Altar Linen Ann Maree CLOTW: Lee, Princy  

Flowers Asinate, Mago Church Vacuuming Parish Office 

Counters Bing, Cynthia Church Foyer Parish Office 

Choirs C/o Nick and Amanda C/o Varroville Gospel Choir C/o Grace 
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew  18:21-35 

  

 

I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times seven. 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as sev-

en times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with his serv-

ants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no 

means of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all 

his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,” 

he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and 

cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 

hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”, he said. 

His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other 

would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow serv-

ants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their master and reported 

the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said. “I cancelled all that debt 

of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had 

pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should pay all his debt. And 

that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 

The story of the unforgiving servant is a familiar one of forgiveness and mercy being 

shown but not passed on. The sting in the tail of this parable is Jesus’ final warning 

that, ‘So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother 

from his heart.’ This is an unsettling statement, as we believe God’s forgiveness to be 

without measure and without end. Jesus warns that unless we seek to imitate God’s 

forgiveness and forgive others ‘from our heart’         (with compassion) then we are not 

going to recognise the forgiveness of God and will cut ourselves off from it. 

The whole idea of forgiving from the heart is a powerful contradiction of a popular 

concept: ‘I can forgive, but not forget.’ Is it really possible to forgive but refuse to for-

get? Surely holding on to a memory of hurt is holding on to the hurt itself and does not display that any forgiveness has 

occurred at all. To forgive but not forget is to keep count. How many times should I forgive the one who has hurt me? As 

many times as it takes! 

Throughout the gospels, Peter is a fantastic example of the common person. He has insights of faith at times but usually 

messes it up with his next breath. His question in this week’s gospel is one that any one of us might ask. I try to do what’s 

right, but how long do I have to hang in there? There has to be a limit to patience with someone who keeps upsetting me, 

surely? Jesus shows us that if we operate from a motivation of compassion and a desire to constantly build relationships 

that are life-giving for both parties, then there is no end to the number of times that we try to re-build that relationship. 

Gospel Focus – How many times? 

Peter asks, ‘How many times should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Peter probably thought that he was being pretty 

generous. The religious law of his time required people to forgive three times, so by suggesting seven times, Peter would 

have thought that he was really going the extra mile. To forgive someone seven times is a pretty big call. But the number 

seven has great significance in scripture; it is regarded as a number of perfection. Peter is suggesting that there is an ide-

al number of times that one should forgive. Jesus blows this out of the water by saying, take that perfect number of times 

and multiply it by seventy. There is no perfect number of times to forgive. 
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